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In the film the two rappers of NOZ sing the following text:

I look at my life
And it seems hopeless
I can’t call or pretend will I make it to the shore
Will I fall into the brink
Regardless we never forget
where we’re from
We were born to respect to all the fear
We are the future leaders of this righteous band
We gotta initiate a plan to get back the land
The government decided to borrow our life
On a rez infested with death and sorrow
Tunkashila didn’t put us here, we were forced here
No chance to advance
Our culture will never survive if the language dies
Deep down inside I hear the elders cry
Half my generation is locked up
The other half’s dying
The tribe will never survive on this budget
No wonder why I fight...
Dedicated to Lucy and Johnny and Sleevy,
we are „the native outlaws“...

What problems do the young rappers take up in their song?
What cultural consciousness do they have?

battle or spirit – comparing two texts
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The poet, musician, actor and activist John Trudell, who has been a passionate advocate of the 
rights of the North American Indians for years, says in the film:

I got no fight with the American government.
I got no fight with America.
I don’t agree with 99.9 % of who they are and what they do.
And I would articulate that and express that to the best of my ability.
But that’s about thinking.
I think we need to be thinking more and fighting less.
Because all this fighting is getting in the way of thinking, and that means that 
we’re not being as coherent as we should be.
Because anybody who wants to change the situation, no matter who we are, 
or where we are, those of us that feel aware of the down-trodden…
if we wanna change our situation, then it’s important that we think this out!
We think, we use our intelligence and think our way through it, because if 
we wanna fight… in reality this is a battle of Wits!
And if there is any change of us... of them not winning, I don’t even know if 
we can win, but if there’s any change of them not winning, we really have to 
get it!
If there is a battle going on, then it’s a battle of Wits.

Although the rappers and John Trudell are supporting the same thing, their messages are quite contradictory. 
Discuss these contradictions and try to explain.

Write your own rap texts to discuss your culture and society critically. Sing the texts and compare them to the 
text of the two young Indians. Where do the statements of the texts differ, where are they similar? Why?
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on the trace of John Trudell

Several times a year the musician and activist John Trudell, who lives in Los Angeles, visits the Kili 
Radio Station as a surprise guest. For decades he has been one of the most important characters 
of the Indian independence movement. His whole life and work has been tragically characterized 
by his commitment. 

Collect as much information as possible about this colourful personality and make a portrait in word and 
image. 

Discuss the lyrics (following page) of John Trudells song. 
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HONOR YOUR RELATIONS
REMEMBER IMPATIENT ONE
THE GENTLENESS OF TIME

GRANDMOTHER MOON

YOU ARE MORE THAN LIGHT IN THE NIGHT
YOU ARE MORE THAN THE MOON
YOU ARE SPIRIT CONNECTION
YOUR ENERGY IS OUR LIFE
YOU ARE MEMORIES TO GENERATIONS PAST
YOU ARE THE CREATOR OF SENSATIONS
THAT WILL ALWAYS LAST
YOU ARE THE KNOWLEDGE THE TEACHER
THE INFLUENCE TO KEEP THE PEOPLE SANE
YOU ARE THE HEALER OF SPIRIT PAIN

GRANDMOTHER MOON
WE LOVE YOU AND WE ARE ANGRY
AT THE INVADERS WHO TRASH YOU
AND VIOLATE OUR UNIVERSE WITH
THEIR MECHANICAL UNCLEANLINESS
WE PRAY FOR YOU FOR US AND FOR THE
INVADER WHO JUST CAN’T COMPREHEND
RESPECT LOVE OR THE BALANCE OF LIFE
WE DO NOT JOIN THE INVADING MADNESS
FROM THE WAY THEY ACT
IT SPEAKS OF SPIRIT SADNESS
MACHINE MONEY PROGRESS IS THE
CAUSE OF OUR COMMON ABUSE

WE SEE YOU GRANDMOTHER
WE FEEL YOU
WE LOVE YOU
WE KNOW THROUGH YOUR REALITY
WE WILL ENDURE
WE ARE ONE
WE PRAY FOR YOU
WE PRAY TO YOU

GRANDFATHERS WHISPERING IN THE WIND
REJOICE AT THE LIFE YOU ARE A PART OF
NATURAL ENERGY BOUND TO NATURAL LAWS
YOU WILL SURVIVE THIS
TEMPORARY MADNESS IMPOSED UPON YOU
NATURAL LIFE IS LONGER
THAN OPPRESSORS
ILLUSIONARY INSANITY
SPIRITS EXPERIENCE HUMAN DEEDS
BUT NEED NOT END
THIS IS JUST ONE PLACE OF CHANGES

I WAS LISTENING TO THE VOICES OF LIFE
CHANTING IN UNISON
CARRY ON THE STRUGGLE
THE GENERATIONS SURGE TOGETHER
IN RESISTANCE
TO MEET THE REALITY OF POWER

MOTHER EARTH EMBRACES HER CHILDREN
IN NATUREL BEAUTY TO LAST BEYOND
OPPRESSORS BRUTALITY
AS THE BUTTERFLY FLOATS INTO LIFE
WE ARE THE SPIRIT OF NATURELS LIFE
WHICH IS FOREVER

THE POWER OF UNDERSTANDING
REAL CONNECTIONS TO SPIRIT
IS MEANING OUR RESISTANCE OUR STRUGGLE
IS NOT SACRIFICE LOST
IT IS NATURAL ENERGY PROPERLY USED

ONE TIME
I WAS VISITING WITH MY RELATIVES
THE CLOUDS THE MOUNTAINS THE SKY
THE TREES
MY RELATIVES TOUCHED MY SPIRIT
NUDGED IT LOVINGLY
LISTEN TO US IMPATIENT ONE
WE ARE FOREVER
YOU MUST REMEMBER THE GENTLENESS OF TIME
YOU ARE STRUGGLING TO BE WHO YOU ARE
YOU SAY YOU WANT TO LEARN THE OLD WAYS
STRUGGLING TO LEARN
WHEN ALL YOU MUST DO IS REMEMBER
REMEMBER THE PEOPLE
REMEMBER SKY AND EARTH
REMEMBER THE PEOPLE
HAVE ALWAYS STRUGGLED TO LIVE
IN HARMONY IN PEACE

STRUGGLE AGAINST SELFISHNESS AND
WEAKNESS SO THE PEOPLE MAY LIVE
AS NATION
THE OLD WAYS ARE HARD
THE PEOPLE HAVE ALWAYS HAD
TO WORK TOGETHER
REMEMBER IMPATIENT ONE
REMEMBER AND LIVE
DO NOT BE AFRAID OF TRUTH
RESPECT DISCIPLINE
SHARE YOUR LIFE SO THE PEOPLE MAY LIVE
HONOR SKY AND EARTH
HONOR YOURSELF

SPIRIT LIFE IS FOREVER IF YOU WANT
THE UNIVERSE IS YOUR HOME
YOU CAN SURVIVE HERE
DO NOT LET THEM KILL YOU
KEEP YOUR SPIRIT STRONG
FOR DISTANT STARS AND DISTANT DRUMS
ARE THE MEMORIES OF SPIRIT INFANCY
CHILDREN OF EARTH LET THE SPIRIT LIVE
SO YOU CAN GROW IN YOUR PLACE
IN THE UNIVERSE

LISTENING / HONOR SONG From John Trudell
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Leonard Peltier – 32 years innocently in prison

Leonard Peltier is one of the most important role models of the Indian identity and for decades he 
has been THE symbol of the suppression of the Indians. 
Peltier is often called the „Nelson Mandela of America“. For 32 years he has been living in a cell of 
two by four meters. His release is planned for 2041. He would be 97 years old. 

Why exactly Leonard Peltier has been imprisoned for such a long time?
Why is he a symbol and a role model of the North American Indians?

20 million persons of different nationalities and a large number of celebrities have petitioned for the reopen-
ing of the trial and the release of Peltier – in vain so far!

Discuss the reasons of the US authorities to resist the pressure although the innocence of Peltier is generally 
admitted.
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American Indian Movement (AIM) versus Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA)

AIM and BIA are two important institutions in the history of the North American Indians. 

Read the text on the web page www.aimovement.org/ggc/index.html and describe what the American Indian 
Movement is.

Read the text on the web page www.doi.gov/bia/bia.html and describe what the Bureau of Indian Affairs is. 

Discuss or describe in writing the reasons for the years of struggle between these two institutions.


